was suspended for disobedience in 1772. He subsequently
contracted Tor new works at Fort St. George, and was en-
gaged on them until 177(3. Out of the profits of his con-
tracts he lent large sums to the Nawab. Chokappa writes
in 1774 ('No, 230), "Mr. Benfield is Banker and Soukar
toliis Highness the JSIabob: all drafts and bills for the pay-
ment of the lusts to the Company are sent to him, and he
discharges it."
Benfield was supporter! by 'George Strattoto,, Sir Ro-
bert Fletcher, Henry Brooke,   Charles Floyer,  Archlale
Palmer, Francis Jpurda" and George Mackay; while the
minority in Council consisted of Jjord Pigot, Claud Rus-
sell, Alexander Dabyniple and J. M. Stone.   The crisis
came in August.    All the letters of the period are full of
the events which followed.    The best accounts are those
by George Banker (No. 293) and John-d'Frics (No. 310)
(of the Palk Correspondence). The point at immediate
issue was the representation of British interests at Tan-
jore. Russell had boon nominated Resident, l>ut the Majori-
ty proposed to Ci'iiH-ol the appointment and send Russell on
tour with the Committee of Circuit (in the Circars) and
despatch (Colonel Jarnes Stuart to command the troops in
the province and incidentally recover the Nawab's assign-
ments from the Raja.   Orders for Stuart were d7lawn up,
but Uie President refuaed to sign them unless Russel also
went as Resident to watch over the Raja's interests.    On
(lie 23rd August the Majority directed the Secretary,
Richard Joseph Sulivau, to sign the orders oin behalf of
the President,  Sulivon  required a written instruction
which was accordingly drafted and passed round for sig-
nature.   After Stratton and Brooke had signed, Pigot
intercepted, the i>ap(ir, charged the two signatories with'
inciting the Secretary to do an unlawful act, and moved
their suspension.    Sir Robert Fletcher (the Commander-
in-Chief) being absent through sickness, the motion was
carried
"The Majority assembled the same evening1 at Ben-
Md's house, where, according to Chokappa (No. 295),
they consulted with Macpherson, Belinekl and the Nabob>s
two sons. They met again early next morning at Mebcher's
residence, resolved that the suspensions .were illegal and
determined to assume the powers of Government. They
sent out notices to that effect. Gin the same dayz the 23rd,